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speare was, to be sure, following a vogue, but as Pro-
fessor Alden has pointed out in his introduction to them
in the Tudor Shakespeare, they stand apart in important
inspects from the ordinary sonnet sequences of the time,
All our researches have failed to tell us to whom they
were addressed, if, indeed, they were addressed to any
actual person at all; it is hardly necessary to urge
that Shakespeare was capable of profound and passion-
ate utterance under the impulse of imagination alone.
The probability is that they were produced at intervals
over a period of perhaps a dozen years, and that they
represent a great variety of moods, impulses, and
suggestions. While some of them betray signs of
youth and remind us of the apprentice workman of
Love's Labour's Lost, others display in their depth
of thought, intensity of feeling, and superb power of
incisive and concentrated expression, the full maturity
of the man and the artist. Hardly in the great tragedies
themselves is there clearer proof of Shakespeare's
supremacy in thought and language.